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CHAP. VI.

Of who toere the first practisers of magic, as a dia-
bolical art, and how it was handed on to the
Egyptians and Phoenicians, where it was first
openly encouraged,

THE writers upon this subject before me seem to
have all been at a loss to fix the original of magic as
an art diabolical, and they would fain have us be-
lieve it was in practise in the antediluvian world.
This I have not denied, nor shall I deny it still; but
granting the Devil to have a conquest upon the first
woman, and by her weakness and treachery drawing
her husband into the same snare, we may give up
all their race for as black as hell could make them :
and indeed the sacred text describes them in terms
as black as can well be expressed, Gen. vi. 12; God
looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt;
for allflesJi had corrupted his way upon the earth :
and ver. 13, The earth is filled with violence; and
ver. 5. speaking of man, the imagination of the
thought of his heart ivas only evil continually ; and
the wichedness of man was great upon the earth.
Upon this account, I say, I gave up all that race in
the beginning of this work; and be it so, or be it
only supposed to be so, it is much the same, nor is
it worth disputing with anybody; if the Devil had
the management of them, as it is evident he had,
much less could not be expected, let that part go.

But my question has been all along, not what was
done before, but since the deluge, and how did Satan
introduce himself to the postdiluvian ages ? when
and where, with whom, and in what manner, did he